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AN IMPORTANT SEASONA L REMINDER

As we will soon be entering the winter season, we are
asking for the help and cooperation of the people we
serve, especially those who receive home delivered meals
and use our medical transportation service.

During snow or ice storms, it may be necessary for us to close our senior nutrition
sites and cancel meals for the day because of hazardous driving conditions. We may
also need to cancel medical transportation service for the day.

When the centers are closed, we announce it on TV channels 6, 10, and 13, and on radio
stations WHUC 1230 AM, WGY 810 AM, WCZR 93.5 FM, WCTW 98.5 FM, and WRIP 97.9
FM. You will also receive a Swift 911 telephone call announcing the closure. Please
note, if the centers are closed, you need to contact our office regarding Medical
Transportation appointments for the day.

Our volunteers are the cornerstone of our home delivered meals and medical
transportation services. Most of these volunteers are senior citizens themselves and use
their own vehicles. We keep this in mind when the roads are bad or there has been a
heavy snowfall the night before. We will close the service for the day before we put any
volunteers or staff in danger.

We must also consider the danger of asking someone to deliver a meal to a home when
the driveway or sidewalk is not cleared and/or passable. If the volunteer cannot safely
get to the home, we will not deliver the meal. It is important that you keep this in mind.

We hope you understand that we want to provide our clients with the services they
need, but we cannot endanger the safety of our volunteers and our staff in the process.
We thank you for your assistance and your cooperation.

L
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2021
IS ELECTION DAY

Polls open 6 a.m. -9 p.m.
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If you have questions regarding this
year os el ection, p |
Greene County Board of Elections at
(518) 719-3550.




ANNUAL PLAN OF SERVI CE
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The goal of the Greene County Department of Human Services is to ensure a network of

supportive services to assi st the Countyl0

independence.

The Department of Human Services entered its Four Year Plan of Services for the period
of April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2024. The Four Year Plan projects service needs for
the future and sets appropriate goals to
residents will continue to be addressed effectively and efficiently.

Future Public Hearings will be addressing the plan of service for 2022. In an effort to
give the most accurate, complete answers possible, we will be accepting questions or
comments in advance. Comments could include answers to one or more of the following
guestions.

1. What new services would you like to see provided by Department of Human

Services - Aging?
2. Are there any changes y o u lke&lto see in existing DHS services?
3. Any other general comments related to future services for seniors?

Anyone interested may submit advance questions or comments by stopping by the
office, calling 518 -719-3555, mailing them to Greene County Department of Human
Services, 411 Main Street, Catskill, NY 12414, or sending us a message via email or
through our Facebook page.

As of press time, the locations/dates/times for the Public Hearings were not confirmed.
Please watch the local newspaper, as well as our web site and Facebook page, to learn
once dates have been set. Attendees may still submit written comments or questions on
the day of the hearing. Your comments are important and are used in the planning
process for 2022. Please come and share your ideas and ask questions.

Overview

The Department of Human Services provides a network of distinct services designed to
meet the needs of the more than 11,800 older residents of Greene County. These
services are offered through a combination of subcontracted programs and direct
services provided by the Department staff and volunteers. The Department operates
from six locations situated throughout the county, our main office at 411 Main Street,
Catskill, NY, our county Senior Center located at Rivertown Senior Center, 39 Second
Street, Athens, or one of our Senior Nutrition sites located in Acra and Jewett. Due to the
pandemic and staffing issues, our sites in Catskill and Coxsackie are temporarily
closed.
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The Department of Human Services/Aging consists of 23 full time, part time and per di-
em employees and over 200 active volunteers that provide services. A fleet of vehicles
is utilized for transportation of seniors, food and staff.

The Departmentdos main office 1s | ocat ed
information and assistance, legal services, caregiver support, energy assistance,
entittement and health insurance counseling, transportation and the operation of
volunteer programs. An additional supportive service coordinated through the main
office is transportation to medical appointments. Long term care services such as case
management, homemaker/personal care services, home delivered meals; respite
services, and personal emergency response systems provide necessary support to
homebound older persons. Over 100 seniors per day enjoy a noon -time dinner at our
nutrition sites at which various social, health, recreational and educational activities are
scheduled. Over 225 meals are prepared and delivered daily to the homes of
homebound seniors from these locations.

Over 4,743 senior citizens received one or more services from the Department of
Human Services in 2020, for 143,002 units of service. Our requests for Home Delivered
Meals alone went up by almost 87% in 2020.

In addition to the services provided to seniors, the Department targets services to the
caregivers of seniors, i.e. family and friends who are caring for an older person. The
Department also educates and assists people under 60 with information about long term
care. This program is called NY Connects. This program creates a No Wrong Door ap-
proach to services for seniors and the disabled.

The Departmentds revenues are received f
and state grants, fund -raising and client contributions. There is no fee for any of our
services if you are age 60 or older and no older person is denied a service due to
inability or unwillingness to pay. The only exception is for homemaking and personal
care services for individuals who based on their income level are required to share in
the cost of the care. As part of the Older Americans Act provisions, however, we
provide an opportunity to contribute to the cost of the services we provide.

Aside from this abstract, copies of the 2020 annual report have been posted on the
county websiteo0os \Wwowvmeenggavgen for aonline apy or to view
any county depart me n.t 0O report.
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GREENE COUNTY SENIOR ANGELS
Spreading Cheer 365 Days a Year A
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2021 continues to be a heck of a year. COVID -19 has caused us to see so many
changes. We are gradually getting back t

This has been a difficult year all around. We are slowly moving forward. As you
can imagine, it has been a very difficult time for the senior citizens of Greene
County who have been confined to their homes.

The department has many elderly, limited -income clients who would greatly
appreciate a special gift during the holiday season. These qgifts lift their spirits,

brings a smile to their faces and fulfill a need. Monetary donations will be placed

i n the departmentds Senior Angels Fund a
senior citizens. 100% of this money goes to benefit the senior citizens of Greene
County and nowhere else.

We understand that this year may be a difficult one for you to donate and we can

in (

appreciate that. So, i f you canaodt donate

reach out to a senior you know via phone or mail and let them know you are
thinking about them. If you can donate, this year more than ever, it would be
appreciated. This year will certainly be a year that Senior Angels will be a vital
source of help. We want to thank you, in advance, for any donation you are able to
make or any phone call/contact you can do.

Year round, funds are used to provide one  -time, emergency assistance to senior
citizens when all other funds have been exhausted and there is no other source to
help .
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SENI OR ANGELSMPROGRA
b SPREADI NG CHEER 365 DAY Y E
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2021 SENIOR ANGEL ORNAMENT
$5.00 EACH
Due to COVID-19, many locations and events are
closed/cancelled but we are still planning to bring
holiday cheer to many Senior Citizens of Greene
& County.
If you would like a 2021 Senior Angels ornament,
simply complete below and mail to Greene County
/ Dept . of Human Servicesd Senjlo
> y {
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Main St., Catskill NY 12414 along with your payment
and we will gladly mail an angel to you.

If you would like us to mail an ornament to a family
member or a friend, please list their name and

address and we will send it directly to them along

with a gift card.

Thank you.

~

Please send me ___ ornament(s) at $5.00 each.

My name and mailing address is:

Please mail the ornament to the following person/
people:
Name and mailing address:

Inscription on card:

If you would like to order more than one gift Angel,
please list above information for each additional
ornament on a separate sheet.

Total: # of gifts: : ($5.00 each)

All sale proceeds benefit
Greene County Senior Angels Fund.




For Your Donations to the Senior Angels Prl)g

Diane Capobianco Peggy Hester
P. Schneider & Associates PLLC
Robin W. Smith Terry McGee Ward

Kathleen and Dennis Meehan in Memory of Hanlon and Meehan Famil
Lillian Moore in Memory and Honor of Loved Ones
Julianne Schofield in Memory of Robert Frank
Marie Walker in Memory oif her husband, Garth Walker

In Memory of
Phyllis Beechert Bill Cash and Rosemary Graham
Helen & Brian Golden  Robert Kallman
Dick and Alfred ManganoEd Lorenz and John Morgese
Rob OO6 Co n n e IRkv. Henry Verdaasdonk
Deceased Members of Ladies Ancient Order Hibernians Div. #32, Our Lafly

Medicare & Immunizations

FLU VACCINE:
Medicare covers a flu vaccine once every flu season. Flu shots are covered at 100%,
meaning there should be no additional cost to the beneficiary, for deductible,
copayment or coinsurance.

COvVID -19
Medicare Part B covers the COVID -19 vaccine with no cost sharing, regardless of wheth-
er and individual has Original Medicare or Medicare Advantage. Part B will also cover
booster vaccines, which the FDA has recommended for certain at -risk populations




VACCINES YOU NEED AS AN ADULT  (cpo)

You may not realize that you need vaccines throughout your life. Adults need to
keep their vaccinations up to date because immunity from childhood vaccines can wear
off over time. You are also at risk for different diseases as an adult. Vaccination is one of
the most convenient and safest preventive care measures available.

All adults need:

1 Influenza (flu) vaccine every year

1 Tetanus, Diphteria, Pertusis

You may need other vaccines based on your age, health conditions, job, lifestyle,
or travel habits. Learn more about what other vaccines may be recommended for you
and talk to your healthcare professional about which vaccines are right for you. The
chart below is a list as recommended by the CDC.

Vaccine 50 0 64 years old > 65 years old

Influenza (IIV or RIV) 1 dose annually

Tetanus, Diphteria, Pertusis 1 dose Tdap, then Td or Tdap booster every 10

(Tdap or Td) years

Measles, Mumps, Rubella 1 or 2 doses depending on indication

(MMR) (if bornin 1957 or later)

Varicella (VAR) 2 doses

Zoster recombinant 2 doses

(RDZ) (Preferred)

OR OR

Zoster live (ZVL) *age 60 and older 1 dose

Pneumococcal conjugate 1 dose

(PCV13) **

Pneumococcal 1 or 2 doses depending on | 1 dose

polysaccharide (PPSV23) indication

Hepatitis A (HepA) 2 or 3 doses depending on vaccine

Hepatisis B (HepB)

Meningococcal A, C, W, Y 1 or 2 doses depending on indication

(Men ACWY) Booster recommendations may apply

Meningococcal B (MenB) 2 or 3 doses depending on indication
Booster recommendations may apply

Haemophilus Influenzae 1 or 3 doses depending on indication

type b (Hib)

Recommended for adults Recommended for adults with ** Recommended
who meet age requirement, an additional risk factor or vaccination based on
lack documentation of other indication shared clinical decision

vaccination or lack evidence making.
of past infection.



https://www.cdc.gov/flu/prevent/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/adults/rec-vac/index.html

Do you enjoy driving?
Would you like to help your community?
GCDHS could use you as a
Volunteer Medical Transportation Driver!

Our Medical Transportation volunteers drive ambulatory seniors, over the age of 60, to
their medical appointments in Albany, Columbia, Greene, Schoharie and Ulster
Counties. Drivers are able to choose the trips they can provide, making it more

convenient for them. We are able to provide mileage reimbursement at a rate of 50
cents per mile.

Please consider volunteering to help out your community.

For more information or to get an application to become a RSVP volunteer, please call
Ruth Pforte, AmericCorps Volunteer Coordinator, at 518 -719-3555.

Even during these challenging COVID days, we
take time in November to sit back & reflect on our
lives and what we are thankful to have. Here at the
Department of Human Services, we are no different.

We would like to take this opportunity to express our deepest gratitude to our many
volunteers, especially those who have served during this pandemic. Our community
experienced a crisis & you freely gave your time to help members of our senior
community in need.

THANK YOU!




