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Dedicated to the Memory of Peter J. Bennett
President Greene County Volunteer Firefighters Association

May They Not Be Forgotten
Brother when you weeméoRemember that it was meant to be

Lay me down and when you Rewember I'll be at your sleeve
In every dark and chokingllidile there as you slowly crawl
On every roof in driving stihwold your coat and you will know
In cellars hwith searing heat, At windows where a gate you meet
In closets where young childreMdidenow I'll be there at your side
The house from which | now respond is overstaffed with heroes gone
Men who answered one last bell did the job and did it well
As firemen we understand that death's a card dealt in our hand
A card we hope we never play but one we hold there anyway
That card is something we ignore as we crawl across a weakened floor
For we know that we're the only prayer for anyone th#tengght b
So remember as you wipe your tears . . .
The joy | knew throughout the years as | did the job | loved to do
| pray that thought will see you through

Author Unknown




Peter J. Bennett unexpectedly departed this world on Tuesday, March 2, 210. He was born Jan. 11, 1956 to Violet C.
(Norris) and Lester (Peter) Bennett.

Peter currently held the position of president of the G.C.V.F.A. and was an active member of Coxsackie Hose Co. #3
where he held several administrative and firematic of fices, including past assistant chief. He was a life member of
Coxsackie Fire Department and a past assistant chief. He also was a past member of D.M. Hamilton Steamer Co. #2
George H. Scott Rescue Squad and Coxsackie Rescue Squad where he was a pagttam, as well as an advisor for the
Explorer Program for Coxsackie Rescue Squad. In addition, h e currently served as President of Coeymans Hollow
Volunteer Fire Corporation as a social member Peter was also a member of the Hudson Valley Volunteer Firefghters
Association.

He was a graduate of CoxsackieAthens High School, Class of 1974, and worked for NAPA Auto Supply for many years
He then worked for t he GragaCorectiGns Officeryn th8 toentyijail forénere tBen 1 yeaes.
In March 2000, he was promoted to the rank of sergean.

Peter is survived by his wife of 18 years, Gerrilyn (Gianola) Bennett; two brothers, Karl A. (Linda) Bennett of Calabash,
N.C. and William L. Bennett of Coxsackie, and a sister, Constance I. Miller of Albany. He is also survived by a cousin,
Dawn Marie Smith; brother -in-law and sisters-in law, Frank and Donna L. Gianola and Donna M. Gianola, all of
Coxsackie as well asnieces and nephews Joann (Vincent) Barone of Clearwater, Fla., Linda (Robert) Arnold of New
Baltimore, Tara Caswell of Charleston, S.C., Eric Caswell of Severn, Md., Traci (David) Orne of Chesapeake, Va., Rgn
Swartout and Scott Bennett of Coxsackie, and Bruwce Miler of Columbus, Ohio. In addition, many grand -nieces and
nephews survive. iUncl e Peteyo wild/ be greatly missed by his
Swartout.

Family and friends paid their respects on Friday, March 5 from 2-4and 79 p . m. at the W.C. Br
Home, 97 Mansion St., Coxsackie.A Firefighter Service was conducted by Coxsackie Hose Co. #3and included many
Greene County fire companies, as well as representatives from HVVFA.

On Saturday, March 6, funeral services were held from the funeral home. Numerous fire trucks lined Mansion Street
in Coxsackie to pay their last respects. Interment follow ed in the family plot of the Riverside Cemetery, Coxsackie.
Firefighters saluted the motorcade as it entered the gates to the cemetery going under a large American flag held
by Coxsackie Truck 57 and Catskill Fire Department 3-15.

GCVFA First Vice President Michael Palmateer has announced that he will be assuming the duties of President until
convention and elections. However, as a sign of respect to President Bennett, Mike will do this from his own chair and
willleavet h e p r echaircraptytattals future meetings.

Story courtesy of Catskill Daily Mail &
John Miller, Firtlews
Photos courtesy of John Miller
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d CONSOLIDATION UPDATE
FASNY, the Association of Fire Districts of New York State, and the New York State Association of Fire Chiefs joined
together to draft and submit amendments late last year to address needed changes to the statute enabling elector drive
Consolidation or Dissolution initiatives. These amendments took into account a myriad of cancerns of local government
entities. The major thrust of volunteer response community was to insure that more information regarding the retention
of volunteers in included in any process where volunteer emergency serviceswere involved.
The new amendments now augment certain aspects of the law, and create the opportunity for greater voter participation
through a mandatory referendum process. This important change requires that the electors not only vote on whether to
engage in consolidation or dissolutio n of a Fire District but that there be a mandatory final vote by all electors once plans
have been submitted by all parties describing how the process will take place and whether there will be a negative impac
on the retention of volunteers.
FASNY is askng for your help in ensuring our legislators support these new amendments. To read our full take on this
issue, please visithttp://www.fasny.com/legislative -alert-CONSOLIDATION.aspx.

BAIL OUT ROPES UPDATE
In 2007, a law was enacted that requires certain safety equipment to be provided to firefighters in order to deal with
egress from above grade structure fires. This law has created difficulty for the volunteer fire service, and regulations
adopted by the NYS Department of Labor have not improved matters. To deal with this issue, FASNY, the New York Stat
Association of Fire Chiefs and the Association of Fire Districts of the State of New York decided to work together tc
correct this problem by commencing a legal action and by advocating for new legislation.
Legal Action : In the spring of 2009, FASNY, NYSAFC and AFDSNY commenced a legal action that would do away wit
the ineffective Department of Labor regulations. Progress is being made on the litigation front as the case moves forward
In fact, new oral arguments were heard recently. For more information on the legal proceeding and other information
related to this issue, please go tohttp://www.fasny.com/legislative -alert-bailout.aspx
Leqislation : New bills have been introduced to correct this problem. The new bills are S.6045A sponsored by Senato
Craig Johnson and A.9000-A sponsored by Assemblyman Marc Alessi. If enacted, these bills would still require fire
departments to perform assessments, but woud allow any combination of SOPs, training and equipment as long as it
addresses the issue of firefighter safety on above grade floors during structure fires. FASNY supports these bills and urge
FASNY members to contact their state senator and assemblymenber to tell them about this important issue.
To view these bills and to contact your legislators, please visit the FASNY legislative advocancgenter.

HEALTH INSURANCE FOR VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
Legislation providing for low cost Health Insurance for Volunteers, sponsored by Senator Neil Breslin and
Assemblywoman RoAnn Destito has passed both houses of the legislatre and is now awaiting Governor David Paterson's
signature. FASNY members are urged to communicate to the Governor with their support. The new amendments to the
law allow for the New York State Health Insurance Plan (NYSHIP) to offer coverage for volunteers through local
government entities offering coverage through their plan. Those local government entities were excluded from the 2008
statute but are now allowed to offer coverage in this new bill.
With the advent of NYSHIP participation it is anticipat ed that guidelines will be developed to assist local governmen:
entities in offering this coverage and to foster a greater understanding of the role and requirements of the municipalities
and their Volunteers, including the key areas of premium collection, questions regarding multi -jurisdictional coverage
areas, and direct coverage opportunities by NYSHIP.
A more detailed explanation of the legislation can be found at: http://www.fasny.com/legislative -alert-
healthinsurance.aspx.

JOB PROTECTION FOR VOLUNTEERS PASSES NYS LEGISLA TURE
Legislation designed to ensure volunteer firefighters
were late or missed work while performing their duties has passed both houses of the New York Legislature.

The bill, now awaiting the Governordés review for approval or vet o,
terminating the Volunteer employee solely because he/she was late or missed work due to a bona fide emergency to whic
they were duly dispatched.

The legislation, S4988, sponsored by Senator Brian Foley (D, Suffolk) and A9856, sponsored by Assemblyman Frel
Thiele (I, Suffolk), has been a key item on the FASNY legislative agenda for years and was a response to situatio
statewide where volunteers were discharged based orthe first instanceof tardiness. The bill addresses & protects the line
of duty response but also requires the volunteer to take every precaution to notify the employer that he/she may be late or
absent. It does not prohibit the employer from dismissing t he volunteer who abuses this protection and places emphasi:
on a stated policy clearly understood by the volunteer. More on this bil can be found at:
http://www.fasny .com/leqislative -alert-jobprotectbill.aspx



http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/HRSOMIMFXQ/ASZCMIMPPH/4996811811
http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/HRSOMIMFXQ/ASZCMIMPPH/4996811811
http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/HRSOMIMFXQ/MDMIMIMPPI/4996811811
http://www.fasny.com/legislative-alert-bailout.aspx
http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/BZAWMJPUBH/BKMZMJQCZJ/5045871636
http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/BZAWMJPUBH/BKMZMJQCZJ/5045871636
http://capwiz.com/fasny/utr/1/GSZUMSBUIQ/OVHAMSCLOI/5350575381

FROM EMERG ENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR JOHN P. FAR RELL:

Becky Vermilyea, Greene County 911 Address Manager and Pete Alberti, Green County Deputy Fire Coordinator,
designed the Emergency Evacuation Maps& Evacuation Procedures for the Greene County Offices at 411 Main Street in
Catskill. The evacuation policy, procedures and escape routeassignments are so that employees understand who is
authorized to order an evacuation; under what conditions an evacuation would be necessary, how toevacuate, andwhat
routes to take. These are posted in each of theounty offices and include exit diagrams to identify the escape routes to be
followed at each specific facility location. s .\ -

)

Here, Becky & Pete post the signdndicating such for the Office for the Aging.

BATTALION MEETING: T HURSDAY APRIL 22,20 10

James Cable from NYSOffice of Fire Prevention and Control spoke about the OSHA regulation 12 NYCRR 800.7,
Emergency Escape and Self Rescue Ropes and System Components for Firefighters This
is intended to insure that firefighters are provided with the appropriate ropes and system
components to allow for controlled self -rescue (without freefall) from the upper stories of a
building should it become necessary to evacuate the building from opening not designed as
an exit. The mission is to bring order to chaos while operating in an environment where we
do not and cannot control all the variables of:

- Incomplete information - Building construction/modification

- Occupant location/actions - Equipment /system failure

- Human nature/complacency
12 NYCRR Section 800.7 is intended to provide our members with a last resort option when all else has failed.

Steve Anderson from Life Net (Med Flight) also spoke. He stated
that they are:

AThe only air medical services provider with national presenc e
under two service delivery models: HBS & CBS

Aoffer all key core competencies inhouse of:

Aviation operations Billing and collections
Dispatch and communications Field maintenance
e |\edical staffing and training Medical interior completions

# FROM FIRE DEPUTY PET ER ALBERTI

Firefighter 11 Class 2010 was recently held at the Cairo Training Center. Members from the following fire
departments were where there with apparatus: Athens Vol. Fire Dept, Earlton Fire Department, Haines Falls Fire
District, Town of Lexington Fire District and New Baltimore Fire District. More pictures can be found on the Greene
County Emergency ServicesFacebook account

http://www.facebook.com/find _-friends/#!/pages/Greene -County-Emergency-Services/108885869136348?ref=ts
Firefighter 1l lasts 27 hours and is designed as the last step in initial level training for interio r structural firefighters
and/or who will serve as team or group leaders under the general supervision of an officer. It builds on Basic and
Intermediate Firefighter Courses and introduces new, more advanced areas that will be expanded in other training
programs. With the exception of those NFPA Firefighter Level Il objectives pertaining to Vehicle Extrication techniques,
a firefighter receives the training components equivalent to those found within NFPA Firefighter 1l Standard after they
have successfullycompleted the Advanced Firefighter Training Courses.
Firefighter 1l is based on objectives from NFPA Standard 1001, Firefighter Level I, and consists of performance criteria
in: incident command implementation, building materials and collapse, special r escue, hydrant flow and operability,
hose tools, foam operations, flammable liquid/gases, detection, alarm systems, fire cause and origin, fire department
communications, pre-fire planning, special situations, strategy and tactics.
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This is a tentative training 2010 schedule for Greene County till the NYS budget passes. All classes will be held at the
Training Center in Cairo.

Chief Officers, please fill out the new online Training Course Sign-up Form to sign-up your students. Enrollemnt will
open up 3 weeks before the class and close 1 week before the class starts. First come, first served. Once received by
GCEOC,it will be emailed to Gary Goodrich, who will notify the Chiefs of what students will be attendin g, and the NYS
Fire Instructor for the class.

Aircraft Rescue & Firefighting Tues June 22, Thurs June 24 7pm Brockway
Sat June 26 8am
Firefighting | Tuesdays & Thursdays 7pm Kilts

beginning Aug 31
+ Wed Sept 8 (no Thurs class)
(No Thurs class 11/11 or 11/25)
+ Sat Dec 18 (No Thurs class) | 8am

SceneSupport Operations Mondays - Aug 2 to Sept 27 pm Dwon
(No class Sept 9)
Firefighter Survival Fri Nov 5 pm Kilts
Sat Nov 6 8am
Live Fire Training Safety Mon Dec 6 7pm Brockway
Conducting Live Fire Training Evolutions Mon Dec 13 pm Brockway




2010 GREENE COUNTY DAY at the HOME
As has been the tradition for the past 75 years, the annual Greene County Day at the NYS Firemens Home was held on
Sunday June 6, 2010. The daystarted out in the morning with the Horseshoe Tournament with 10 teams entered.

Later in the day was the traditonal dress parade. The residents enjoyed the firefighters as they marched by and showing

off their apparatus. A brief program was held after the parade. At that time, the names of the residents of the home from

Greene County were read aloud. After that, the various introductions of officers and dignitaries followed. As part of the
ceremony,tr ophi es were presented to the winner of the dayobs ea
down to some social fun & enjoyed a delicious BBQ. The only downfall came when the festivities had to be moved inside

from the pavillion due to threat s from the weather.



